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Vive Le Rouge! Long Live Red!
Northeast Indiana AIDS Walk and Ride
Saturday, May 1, 2010, 3:00 to 10:00 pm
Headwaters Park East

Plymouth Church is organizing a team to participate

ancE the 25th anniversary AIDS Walk and Ride of the AID

Task Force of Northeast Indiana. David Bayle, churc

member, and Eric Stricklin, Defiance College Intenrg serving as our Team
Captains and attended the information meeting last week.

The Walk-Ride steps off at 3:00 pm from Headwaters Park Epsnouth
Church will again be a rest stop oasis along the rothet &ercises now to
be in shape whether you walk or ride. You may stroll, ssuot power walk;
bring your kids in strollers or backpacks; ride with youmifg or friends.

When someone asks you to pledge or contribute, please be goodhedrted
generous. The AIDS Task Force of Northeast Indiana wilicoe its 25-year
practice of bringing prevention education and outreach servidbee igreater
Fort Wayne community. More info atww.aidsfortwayne.org

Associated Churches Good Friday Service
April 2, 2010, 12:00 noon, True Love Baptist Church

A community Good Friday service, sponsored by Associatenldbbs of Fort
Wayne and Allen County and the Interdenominational Minidtétlance,

will be hosted this year by True Love Baptist Church, latate/15 East
Wallace (Bishop Jessie White Way) in Fort Wayne.

The Rev. John P. Gardner will serve as one of two presifbrethe service

Easter Sunrise Service Set for Folsom Room

An Easter Sunrise Service will take place in the Fols@onirat 7:00 am. The
preacher for the service will be Eric Stricklin, senibDafiance College, serv
ing as a student intern with Plymouth Church this spring.
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Join us as we celebrate the Good News of our crucifiedisem Savior!

Good Friday Prayer Vigil

Good Friday, April 2, will be ob-
served at Plymouth with a 12-hour
prayer vigil. Forty-eight individuals
are needed in 15-minute intervals to
form the continuous link of prayer
from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm. Partici-
pants will be provided guidelines to
contact one another by telephone.

We will be encouraged and guided to
pray for the world, our nation, com-
munity, church, our families, friends,
others, and ourselves. The chapel
will be open for anyone who would
like to pray at church. It is our shared
prayer that this Good Friday Prayer
Vigil will create new spiritual con-
nections and deepen our faith.

Sign-up sheets are on the Chapel
bulletin board. Mary Gilliom of Dea-
cons’ Worship is coordinating.

Easter Breakfast

Congregational Life invites you to
share in our annual Easter breakfast,
Easter Sunday morning from 8:15 to
9:30 am. A sign-up sheet is posted
on the bulletin board outside the
church office. You are encouraged to
sign up if you plan on attending, and
also to sign up if you are able to fur-
nish a breakfast casserole, fruit, or
some type of coffee cake, rolls or
pastry.

Exploring Faith . Restoring Hope . Discovering God




During March we pray fo€hurch
World Service (CWS}he coopera-
tive ecumenical channel for o@ne
Great Hour of Sharingofferings, as
well as for our hygiene and baby kit
for earthquake relief. Since 1946,
CWS has been at work throughout
world, seeking to eradicate hunger
and poverty, and promote peace ar
justice.

Conditions of Special Need

Karen Anderson, Adine Eagar,
Tanya Hattingh, Loretta Henderson
Lori Sandstrom, Fran Schnizer,
Marylynn and Larry Sloop, Linda
South, Wanda Pohl, Jack and Tina
Worthman.

In the UCC, every day is a day of
prayer for peace.

Carl T. Boone, SSgt. Rick Foster, a
David Worcester; and chaplains fro
the UCC, Bruce Farrell and
Anthony Taylor.

New lifeis welcomed in the birth of
Claire Aileen Roney on February 2]
to parents Claire (Walter) and Ben
Roney, big brothers Theo and Owe
and proud grandmothers Clare Wal
and Carole Green.

Sympathyis extended to

... Stan and Carol Fahl and Kara
Jaurigue on the death of Stan’s
sister, Sonna Smith, February 1]
in Carmel, Indiana.

.. Jane Hambrock on the death of
husband, Thomas Hambrock, on
February 25;

.. and George Irmscher on the deg
of his wife, Jane Irmscher, on
February 27.

Congratulationsto Corrie Hixson
and John Silcox who were married
Plymouth on February 26.

Message from the Senior Pastor

Dear Plymouth,

The season of Lent will soon end. As Jesus osetliis face to go to Jerusa-
lem” (Luke 9:51), so too are we drawn to the coming of Holgek/ which
begins with Palm Sunday and breaks with the dawn of Easter.

Worship is central to Holy Week observance. In worshepewcounter what is

essential: Jesugntry into Jerusalem with the salutatory “Hosannas” of a

people eager for peadbe Upper Room where Jesus initiated the Holy Com-

munion, and the new commandment was proclaimed and illustratieel

thewashing of the disciple’s fedhe Garden where Jesus was betrayed and ar-
restedithe Court, where Jesus was judged and condemtiedCross where

d Jesus suffered and died; and Tleamb, seeded with this body, soon to be emp-
tied with the mystery of his resurrection.

S

Holy Week is a sacred time for Christians. It is stweent time. We don'’t sim-
ply remember the way paved by Jesus; we are urged topader cross and
follow. From the first, his story was designed to becomestary. The apostle
Paul captures this in his writing to the Philippiarisvant to know Christ

and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of lsi suffering by be-
coming like him in his death.” (Phillipians 3:10).

Becoming like Jesus. This was the original aspiratiotifé. In death. In the
power of his resurrection. It remains the great challéagag the Christian, in
nd this age no less than in any age past.

m A little over twenty years ago, John Dominic Crossan poétisa work enti-
tled, The Essential Jesu€rossan condensed in this work three options avail-
able to those who respond to the life of Jebless dangerous, let's oppose
him. He's criminal, let's execute him. He's divine, Ig&s follow him.

4

Holy Week exposes the powerful play of all three sentimé&#ssion runs

n, deep within each; they are pitted in a contest; theydeodind culminate on the
ter Cross. In beholding the cross, the fate of Jesus and his loge mathe bal-
ance. By grace and the mercies of God, we become thoseowho follow.
This is essential for life to flourish and for fatthabound.

Crossan issues a warning. The essential Jesus is reéimdensless whenever
there is word without deed. It was the conjunction, he sugdbatsgot Jesus
killed. Jesus was Worahd Deed. It was the conjunction that proved danger-
ous. Who would have thought? Yet the conjunction is whatwept the dis-
her ciples. And the conjunction ensures the existence déager continuity’
(Crossan), the first love being shared and practicexd isople eager to be-
come like Jesus. In life. In death. In the power of tbsirrection.
th
The deeper continuity is where you find Easter actiomstdt action is where
you unexpectedly discover life, even in the shadows of the drbiss.too, is
essential for the Christian. And wherever such esdgrtia on display, when-
ever such discoveries are made, there you will find a jg@daple singing,
Alleluia! So may we sing as we gather for our Eastkbeation this year!

4

Rev. John P. Gardner
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Church World Service Kits

40,000 Hygiene Kitsare needed to replenish the supply that was distribute
in Haiti within 24 hours after the earthquakéong with Plymouth Church,
many Indiana congregations are assembling Hygiene Kits.a&|barned
this week that a Church World Service trailer truck e located in Indian-
apolis, at the Interchurch Center, from Wednesday, M24cthrough Satur-
day, March 27. We would like to take our completed Hygien® Koxed for
shipment, to the truck on March,2¥etween 9:00 am and 1:00 pm. This is &
wonderful opportunity to experience with eyes, ears, andshgnedmagnitude
of the relief effort to meet the needs of those affébierecent disasters.

Volunteer vans and drivers are needed! Can you help? Siéaditiver
Rev. John P. Gardner or Rev. Ruth E. Phillips or wigadon, Rick Schilb.

Baby kit and Hygiene kit shopping lists are posted on bugitin boards.

We need towels, toothbrushes, combs, soap, and baby sles@nd
gowns.Kits will be dedicated osunday, March 21 You can help assemble
kits on Wednesday, March 24, in the Folsom Robhank you for your
support!

Monday, March 29

Dinner with the Meet and Eat Group
5:30 p.m. at Hall's Guesthouse on Washington Center Road

Members and friends are invited to come and share stabeut good-
natured April fool pranks you have either initiated or expeeel. Contact
Jan Younger (637-4367 @nyounger@yahoo.coijto make your reserva-
tions by Sunday, March 28.

Sunday, April 11

in the Folsom Room after the worship service
Estate Planning in an Unsure World

Attorneys Dennis D. Sutton and W. Michael Horton from BBlee, Dixon,
Sutton, and Bloom, LLP. This informal session is opealltPlymouth mem-
bers and friends and will include a brief presentati@hample time for dis-
cussion, questions, and answers. Roy Gilliom is thétéor. Light snacks
will be provided. No reservations needed.

Thursday, April 29

Dinner with the Meet and Eat Group
6:00 pm at Chappell’s Seafood & Steaks, 5820 Coldwater Road

Make your reservations by Monday, April 19, by email to M&dpisch,
marty@kabisch.coror by calling 432-3946.

Meet the Curriculum!

d The Christian Education Committee is
considering adopting the UCC’s new
curriculum resource, Faith Practices,
next year. Teachers, parents and oth-
ers interested in education are invited
for coffee and a chance to get to know
this resource that could link themes
through our Sunday school, adult edu-
cation, and worship. Join us after wor-
ship onMarch 21 for overviews,
samples, and a chance to ask ques-
tions and give feedback. Childcare
will be available.

Palm Sunday: Tell Me
the Stories of Jesus

Holy Week, those days between Palm
Sunday and Easter, is the setting for
some of the most important stories of
Jesus' life. To help the families of
Plymouth keep this week in focus, the
Christian Education committee is of-
fering a Holy Week Box project. After
worship on March 28, your family is
invited to come to visit storytelling
stations in the Folsom Room. Your
family will be given a box for collect-
ing your stories. As you go through
the days between Palm Sunday and
Easter, your household is invited to
pull the stories out and remember
Jesus' ministry of that week. If you
have questions please contact Karen
Nesius Roeger at 426-0049 or
nutmegsmom10@hotmail.com

Mothers of
Young Children

Mothers of Young Children group
will meet Saturday, April 10,

10:00 am at Spyros on West
Jefferson. The group decided on a
Saturday breakfast to allow many
folks who can't attend during the
week to join the group. Hope to see

you there!
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2010 Benevolence

The following agencies and organi-
zations will be receiving benevo-
lence gifts from Plymouth Church
as part of the 2010 Benevolence
Subcommittee Grant Program.

OCWM/Indiana-Kentucky Conf.
National UCC Basic Support
CUE
AIDS Task Force
Allen County Council on Aging
Associated Churches:
Food Banks
Baby Closet
Bright Stars of Bethlehem
Center for Nonviolence
Crossroad
East Wayne Street Center
Franciscan Center
Indiana Cntr for Middle East Peace
Matthew 25
Mental Health America
Pilgrims of Ibillin
Turnstone
Vincent Village
Wellspring Interfaith Social Services

Next Bell Deadline

The next deadline for submission of
material forthe Bellis Wednesday,

April 14. We appreciate your prompt
submission of articles!

Divorce Support Group

Divorce Support Group meets every
Sunday, 5:30 to 7:00 pmin the
Mayflower Room. This support
group, an outreach of Plymouth
Church, is fortunate to have the vol-
unteer guidance of trained therapists
(and Plymouth members), Jeanette
Boerger and Jim Cates. Separating
and divorcing individuals can survive
and recover more effectively when an
empathetic group of persons shares
their journey. No one needs to be
alone in his or her pain and distress.
New group participants are welcome
at any time.

Fort Wayne Jewish Federation to Sponsor the
2010 Yom Hoshoah Service

Yom Hashoah, the annual day devoted to Holocaust and HeRagmem-
brance, will be observed on Tuesday, April 13, 7:00 pm, at @gagon
Achduth Vesholom. The program, sponsored by the Fort WayrishlEed-
eration, will include Guy Stern, distinguished former pssfor of German and
Slavic Studies at Wayne State University, as featureakepeHis topic for

the evening; “Kristallnacht: Harbinger of the Holocaust.” Heartland
Chamber Chorale, under the direction of Robert Nanckealst be featured.

The Bible is Our Book, Too:
A Self-Defense Course in the Integrity of Scripture

Christians in the UCC, and in Plymouth Church, are higtdyate and liter-
ary. Most read more than one major newspaper, news magand stay cur-
rent reading the books on the bestseller lists. Wheanies to reading the
Bible, THE book of our faith, does our knowledge and understanciomg;
prehension and confidence, referencing and reverencing of thesata
scriptures meet our own expectations?

If you have longed for an opportunity, fiBeading the Bible Again for the
First Time(title by Marcus Borg), you are invited to join the explion

and conversation with Rev. Ruth E. Phillips, Wednesday egen@45 to
7:45 pm,April 14 through May 26. You can also enjoy Wednesday Night
Live dinners for the nominal cost of $5.00, at 6:00 pm—the bestadeeal
on Berry St. Questions? Contact Rev. Rugb@ plymouthfw.org

Peanut Butter Sunday

The next opportunity to collect od00 jarsof Peanut Butter for the
Wellspring Food Bank iSunday, April 18. You can contribute jars of
peanut butter on any Sunday by putting them in the box nefotiieffice.

Peace and Justice Weekend — April 17 and 18

Establishing a Beloved Community—Where do we go from etk theme
for Saturday morning, 9:00-11:30 am, to be held in the Folsom Rbloen.
event is a continuation of tf&acred Conversation on Ralsegun last May.
The main speaker, Rev. Bill McGill, pastor of the ImBaptist Temple and
President of the Fort Wayne chapter of the NAACP, arebthommunity
respondents will address this issue from their perspeciaticipants will
share their stories and discuss the roles of Plymouth aketh&/ayne
community to establish a “beloved community.”

Adult education on Sunday morning, the 18th, will continuedtsisussion.
A Sunday afternoon concert (part of the Plymouth Music Sdviekori
Sandstrom and Robert Anderson will conclude the weekende&is from
the concert will support the Richard C. Hess Peace St8dieslarship,
thanks to the underwriting of the concert by The Dignity Grougrkvyour
calendars so you can be a participant. Further detsolst #he events will be
announced next month.

Page 4




Homeward Bound Walk 2010
Sunday, April 25, 2:00 pm, Headwaters Park

The Homeward Bound Walk will take plaBeinday, April 25, at Headwaters
Park.Registration starts at 1:00 pm and the walk will start at 2:0Qom.

This is a major fundraiser for Interfaith Hospitalitigtwork (IHN), and they
need YOUR support! In 2009 only about $600 was raised to benbfiniH
opposed to 2008 when over $13,000 was raised. IHN housed 167 people
2009—55 families and 107 children! This was an increase from 2008 whe
they housed 94 people. Numbers are expected to increa@&0nas the need
is increasing and they have expanded their facility.

Your support and participation in this event is crucial tocth&inuing suc-
cess of this very important community service. Contaetnterfaith Hospi-
tality Network offices for more information on how you qaarticipate,
458-9772.

Covenant Class to Cleveland UCC Headquarters

The 2009-2010 Covenant Class will be traveling to Cleveland,, @higsit
the UCC Church House the weekend of April 23-25. Rev. Ruithilips
will be leading the class, along with student intern¢ Biricklin. The Cove-
nant Class participants are Misha Chemey, Lindsey Lehhenora Lewark,
and Emma Walker.

Make the Most of Your Spring Cleaning!

While cleaning out your linen closets, please remembettibdhterfaith
Hospitality Network (IHN) a Plymouth mission partneoutd use the follow-
ing bed linensPillows and pillow cases (any size), towels and washcloths;
sheets, blankets, and fitted mattress pads (zipper encased eszpadiyi-
ated) for twin-size and full-size (not queen) beds. Linens can bebuged,
must be clean.

Contribution items can be dropped off at IHN 2925 E. Staltech is at the
northwest corner of E. State St. and Santa Rosa DhgeXin Mill is on the
northeast corner). It's recommended that you alert stgghbging 458-9772
before arriving. Deliveries should be made at the reaamre just off Santa
Rosa.

Flower Vases Needed

The Samaritans are in need of shorter (5-8 inchesaradl)
smaller (around 4-7 inches across) vases for delivering \
flowers to hospitals and shut-ins. You may bring them to

the kitchen.

Please note, wao not need bud vases or large vases.
Thanks for your help!

n
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Alice Beard
Loretta Henderson
Sam Lipscomb
Jessamyn Schmidt
Jacqueline Brabbs
Lindsay Hackett
Kathleen Brian
Hannah Corral
John P. Gardner
Sally Gerard

Ruth Smith
Heather Brackeen
Jeffrey Kolkman
George Krestik
Jeff Markley

Lukie Anderson
Clare Walter

Deb Fogt

Colton Shaffer
Courtney Dienelt
Deb Miller

Daren Shaffer
Linda South
Melanie Hollingsworth
Leona St. Peters
Tess Anglin
ScottRidgon

Eric Gilliom
Collinf\Ramsey
Debby\Compagnone
Eileen Greer
Lenora Lewark
Lucy Lindhuber
Joni Sutton

Kay Wheeler,
George Irmscher
Rhys Rudolph
Mary Ann Sidell
Megan Hall

Lisa Haram
Randal Lawrence
Pat Meyer

Marian Nicholas
Robin Ames
Sandy Moliere
Michael Walter
Jack Greer

Diane Lasley
Duncan Fogt
Sarah Hall

Chris Lasley
Gwen Vanderbosch
Elly Doenecke
Jack Lehman
Charlotte Conkrite
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Green City Business Certification

Plymouth Church is in the process of becoming a certifie@Beisiness in
Fort Wayne. The goal of this venture is to aid our church homeove
forward in a more wallet-friendly, earth-friendly,cafuture-friendly

direction.
March
After taking a half-day class, we have been assigmadraor from the city to
19 Café Plymouth prep night help us in the areas of pollution prevention, solid waste rieshenergy
5:00-9:00 pm conservation and water conservation. Although we havedgirsade
20 Café Plymouth significant changes in how we do business at Plymouth, thisgsrebeuld
Youth arrive at 11:00 am, help us make even more eco-friendly changes.
dinner served at 6:00 pm
21 Youth Group The Property Committee and the Green Task Force ve keu updated as
12:00-2:00 pm we continue to take steps toward our certification. Mealewail Plymouth
Health Kit Dedication members and friends are encouraged to sign up for then@iey newsletter
24 Midweek Youth at WNL atwww.cityoffortwayne.orgo keep abreast of environmental news that
6:00 to 8:00 pm affects Fort Wayne residents.

28 Youth Group
Christian Education event

12:00-2:00 pm Green Tip of the Month

There will be no youth group on Eastg
Sunday, April 4.

=

When you’re doing your spring cleaning this year, rememiagrfitters and
coils on air conditioners and refrigerators work morecedfitly if they are
free of dust and debris—include them in your cleaning!

It's Time to
Order Your Easter Flowers
It's time to order Easter flowers. This year we aferafig you a choice of Easter lilies or daffodils (celfree to order

both!) The cost for the lilies is $10.00. Daffodils are $8.GtheRlease have your orders into the church office by
Sunday, March 28 We ask that you take your flowers with you following vingpson Easter Sunday.

Name

In Memory of

In Honor of

Number of Lilies ordered @ $10.00 each

Number of Daffodils ordered @ $8.00each Total Cost Enclosed

Please make your check payabl&®toy MOUTH CHURCH. In the remark line, please meERSTER FLOWERS.
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Abbreviations:

EC—Executive Council

E& M—Evangelism & Marketing
MSYG—Middle School Youth Group
P&J—Peace/Justice Subcommittee
S&F—Stewardship & Finance Comm.
WNL—Wednesday Night Live



Plymouth Congregational

Church of Fort Wayne
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

501 W. Berry St. - Fort Wayne - Indiana - 46802
Telephone: 260-423-9424

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Holy Week Worship Schedule

Palm Sunday, March 28
10:00 am Worship

Maundy Thursday, April 1
7:00 pm Worship/Communion

Good Friday, April 2
7:00 pm
Tenebrae Service

Easter Sunday, April 4
7:00 am Sunrise Service
10:00 am Festival Worship

Looking for our email addresses?

Church General Office and Newsletter
office@plymouthfw.org
Senior Pastor and Teacher
jpg@plymouthfw.org
Associate Pastor
rep@plymouthfw.org

Music Director
robert@maestronance.com
Associate in Pastoral Care
c2cftwayne@verizon.net
Youth Director
kkjaurigue@verizon.net
Office Manager
Ime@plymouthfw.org

Church Secretary
din@plymouthfw.org

Financial Administrator
financial@plymouthfw.org
Custodian

maintenance@ plymouthfw.org

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
FORT WAYNE IN
PERMIT NO 1133

Plymouth Outreach Statement

We welcome all who are seeking
God'’s presence in their lives to join in
our common mission through
participation and leadership in this
communion of faith. We recognize
each individual as a child of God,
believing that we are called to be
one reconciled body of Christ with
many members.

As Christians and members of
Plymouth Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ, we are a

diverse group of people. We are
persons of various ages, races,
accomplishments and goals,

abilities, sexual orientations,
theological and political beliefs, socio
-economic and ethnic backgrounds.

In our diversity,

we find strength and a way to

understand the inclusiveness of God.

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are on Life’'s Journey, YouAre Welcome Here.



