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 Exploring Faith . Restoring Hope . Discovering God 

Hope and Home at Cedars, Special Offering May 9 
What does home mean to most of us? Is it a secure place? Is it a place to keep 
our personal things? Is it a place where people care about us? Is it a place 
where we find comfort? Or is a home all these feelings we value? 
  
For women living with mental illness, home may be elusive. Cedars HOPE 
offers a home and community to women who, because of their illness, find 
themselves without permanent housing. Cedars HOPE is a model of an 
“intentional community” that is unique to the Fort Wayne area and throughout 
Indiana. Cedars HOPE strives to support and house our sisters as they begin 
rebuilding their lives and regaining their independence. In the words of one 
resident, “I feel more secure. I have a support system that I would pretty much 
be without if I lived by myself.”  
 
For more than seventeen years, Plymouth Church has played a major 
supporting role for Cedars HOPE. Members of Plymouth have always served 
on the Board of Directors; others in the congregation donate time, energy, and 
take part in recreational opportunities with the residents. As a church 
community, we have consistently provided financial support for the Cedars 
HOPE women. Cedars HOPE is an outreach program that is near and dear to 
Plymouth Church. 
  
Our May 9 special offering will be for Cedars HOPE. This year, the 
Benevolence Subcommittee will be matching this special offering with a 
grant from the Emma Feigley mission fund. We encourage you to give 
generously as we continue our support for the mission of Cedars HOPE. 

 

Things to Come 
 

NE Association Spring Meeting 
Sunday, May 2, 2:00 pm 

 
Peace United Church of Christ 

9123 Aboite Center Road 
 
The program will be an introduction 
to “Faith Practices,” a new UCC 
education resource available in the 
fall of 2010. Presenters for this pro-
gram are Nancy Dickinson, Indiana-
Kentucky Conference Faith Educa-
tion Committee member, and Katie 
Watson, Plymouth’s own and one of 
the curriculum writers for the new 
resource. 
 
Rev. Ruth E. Phillips completes her 
2-year term as Association president. 
 
Festival of the Christian Home 

Sunday, May 9 
 
�  Covenant Class will present 

Statements of Faith in worship 
�  Story Sermon by Allen Haynes 
�  Cedars HOPE special offering  
 

Pentecost Sunday 
May 23 

 
�  Wear red, yellow, and/or orange! 
�  Confirmation 
�  Last day of Sunday School,  

 

Vive Le Rouge! Long Live Red! 
Northeast Indiana AIDS Walk and Ride, Saturday, May 1, 3:00 pm  
Headwaters Park East 
 
Plymouth Church is organizing a team to participate in the 25th anniversary 
AIDS Walk and Ride of the AIDS Task Force of Northeast Indiana. David 
Bayle, church member, and Eric Stricklin, Defiance College Intern, are serving 
as our Team Captains and are organizing Plymouth teams. The Walk-Ride steps 
off at 3:00 pm from Headwaters Park East. Plymouth Church will again be a 
rest stop oasis along the route. When someone asks you to pledge or contribute, 
please be goodhearted and generous. More info at www.aidsfortwayne.org. 
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During April we pray for the AIDS 
Task Force of Northeast Indiana, 
celebrating 25 years of working to 
improve the quality of life for men, 
women, and children with HIV and 
AIDS. 
 
Conditions of Special Need:  
Karen Anderson, Adine Eagar, Judy 
Herman, Doris Kelien, Sheldon  
Lockwood, Connie McAfee, Wanda 
Pohl, and Jack and Tina Worthman. 
 
In the UCC, every day is a day of 
prayer for peace.  
Carl T. Boone, SSgt. Rick Foster, and 
David Worcester; and chaplains from 
the UCC, Bruce Farrell and  
Anthony Taylor. 
 
New Life is celebrated with the birth 
of Lucia Elizabeth Leal, March 25, to 
parents Jill (Conklin) and Joe Leal 
and proud grandparents Dick and Deb 
Conklin. 
 
Sympathy is extended to the family of 
Rosemary Lanning, who died on 
March 18. 
 
Sympathy is extended to Connie 
McAfee on the death of her partner, 
Tanya Hattingh, on March 28. 
 
Sympathy is extended to Carol Shedd 
on the death of her husband, Wilfred 
(Bill) Shedd, on March 29. 
 
Sympathy is extended to Sally  
Felger on the death of her mother,  
Genevieve Walter Thomson, on  
April 9. 
 
Sympathy is extended to Chrissy 
Dwire on the death of her father, Rev. 
Jim Eshleman, on April 12. 

Dear Plymouth, 
 

In the next couple of weeks, two walks are scheduled that benefit local non-
profits whose work has long been supported by Plymouth Church. The Home-
ward Bound walk is set for Sunday, April 25. Homeward Bound seeks to raise 
funds to provide housing and fight homelessness in our community. A num-
ber of local agencies benefit from this walk, but two are of particular interest 
to Plymouth—Cedars HOPE and Interfaith Hospitality Network . The walk 
will take place at Headwaters Park beginning at 2:00 pm. Registration begins 
at 12:00 noon. 
 

The second walk is Vive Le Rouge!, set for Saturday, May 1. Once again, 
Headwaters Park is the site for the walk, which is celebrating the 25th anni-
versary of the AIDS Task Force of Northeast Indiana. Church member 
David Bayle, along with Eric Stricklin, our student intern from Defiance Col-
lege, are helping coordinate Plymouth participation. 
 

Walking is of no small interest for the Christian. The New Testament serves, 
at least in part, as a manual of walking instructions. “Walk by the Spirit ,” 
Paul wrote to the Galatians (Galatians 5:16). “Walk in love, as Christ 
loved,” the Ephesians were instructed (Ephesians 5:10). In I John, we are  
advised: “walk in the light” (I John 1:7). A clear Easter connection is ex-
pressed in the letter to Romans: “as Christ was raised from the dead … so 
we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). What links the various 
themes of Spirit, love, light, and newness of life? The walk we share by faith 
(II Corinthians 5:7). Always it is the walk, not the talk, that matters. 
 

There are other walking advocates to consider. Hippocrates called walking the 
“best medicine.” Thomas Jefferson identified walking as the best possible 
exercise. He further urged: “Habituate yourself to walk very fast.” And 
John Muir, patron saint of the 20th century environmental movement, sur-
mised: “In every walk with nature one receive far more than (one) seeks.” 
Each of these understood that walking brings rewards. It is good for the body, 
good also for the spirit. I’ve learned it is good even for prayers and sermons! 
If the screen is blank, the writing blocked, walking has often enlivened my 
mind. When walking, angels are prone to whisper. 
 

I’m looking forward to the benefit walks mentioned above. I hope there is 
solid Plymouth participation. So I urge, take a walk! It is a way for us both to 
bless and be blessed. And that’s good news! 
 

Rev. John P. Gardner  

It’s the Walk that Matters ... 

Divorce Support Group 
Divorce Support Group meets every Sunday, 5:30 to 7:00 pm, in the May-
flower Room. This support group, an outreach of Plymouth Church, is fortu-
nate to have the volunteer guidance of trained therapists (and Plymouth mem-
bers), Jeanette Boerger and Jim Cates. Separating and divorcing individuals 
can survive and recover more effectively when an empathetic group of per-
sons shares their journey. No one needs to be alone in his or her pain and dis-
tress. New group participants are welcome at any time. 
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Growing Solutions Needs You! 
Since it's beginning in 2008, Plymouth's Growing Solutions has been bolster-
ing the health of our community by contributing fresh, home-grown fruits and 
vegetables to our city's hungry families through Wellspring's food bank. Our 
community's need has not diminished. In fact, even when the need is lower, 
the demand for fresh produce remains. 
 
"How can I help?" you may ask. You may only have a small yard or even 
none at all. You might not like getting dirty or planning what to plant and 
when to harvest. The thought of watering too much or not enough might just 
make it too much to add to your life. We're happy to give you more ways to 
help Plymouth feed the hungry. Growing Solutions has some space at the Fort 
Wayne Parks Community Garden on Bluffton Road. We will have "Garden 
Work Days" in the Spring and Summer and will need volunteers to help with 
some routine maintenance and harvesting. We also need volunteers to assist in 
getting our produce to Wellspring, and we can come up with something for 
anyone. We also hope to be able to bring some gardening resources from the 
Purdue Extension and our local Master Gardeners. 
 
"That's all fine and good, but how do I get involved?" you're asking yourself.  
We're making it easy. Join us for a work day. Join our FaceBook page. When 
you're in your FaceBook account, search for "Growing Solutions at Ply-
mouth" then "Become a Fan" and you'll get weekly or slightly more frequent 
updates on gardening in NE Indiana and the results of our efforts. You can 
also pick up a pamphlet from the church office and return an interest form. 
Contact for this project is Ben Fogt, benfogt@gmail.com.  
 
Let's Get Growing! 

Mothers of Young Children group 
will meet Thursday, May 13, 
6:30 pm, at the home of Mandy Rush. 
This is an active and growing group 
of moms with little ones in the 
church, offering friendship, support, 
and fellowship to one another. If you 
have small children and are looking 
for that outlet, this could be just the 
group for you! 

Mothers of  
Young Children 

Seeking Volunteers 
July is coming fast, and the Congrega-
tional Life Committee is seeking vol-
unteers to help staff the booth at Pride 
Fest, as well as volunteers to help 
with the Three Rivers Festival Finale 
Fireworks cookout event. 
 
Anyone interested in volunteering 
please contact Mark Glassley, 
mrg7945@hotmail.com. 

Dirty People Needed!�
We are looking for those individuals who like to get a little dirty and want to 
help Plymouth. If you have�some time each month that you would like to 
spend helping to maintain the grounds at Plymouth,� then you are just the per-
son we are seeking. You don’t have to have any extensive landscaping knowl-
edge, as there will be someone to guide and direct your efforts.�
��
If you are not able to make a monthly commitment, there are special opportu-
nities such as Mulch Day on May 1 at 9:00 am. We will be mulching the 
grounds, and you are welcome to join us!�
��
For more information, contact Randy Metzger – randmet@hotmail.com.�

Old sheets are used by volunteers who 
make bed pads for people with cancer 
who are clients of Cancer Services of 
Northeast Indiana (CSNI). The more 
the sheets have been used and laun-
dered, the better they are for this pur-
pose. The sheets can be any size, plain 
or patterned, and any color. The need 
continues throughout the year.  
 
Bring in your old sheets whenever 
you have any available, and Linda 
Balthaser will take care of making 
them available for the CSNI volun-
teers. If you prefer to deliver the 
sheets directly to the CSNI office, the 
new location is 6316 Mutual Drive 
(north of Washington Center and be-
tween Coldwater and Lima). 

Another Use for  
Old Sheets 

Young Adults to Meet 
Attention all you college and post college-aged folk! Come on out and meet 
Kara Jaurigue on  Friday, May 7, at 7:00 pm, for an evening of food, fun, and 
fellowship at Cebolla’s on W. Jefferson Blvd.  
 
If you plan to attend, you can reach Kara at kkjaurigue@verizon.net. All are 
welcome! Bring a friend! Pass it on! 
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Share Your Ideas about the Plymouth Website 
The Evangelism and Marketing Committee (E&M) of Plymouth Church has 
dedicated most of our budget for the year 2010 to redesigning and updating 
the Plymouth Website. We would love having your input and ideas! While we 
can't promise to execute every idea submitted, we really want to hear from 
you!  
 
If you are a person who uses the internet, we would ask you to help us in 
several ways:  
1. Visit the church website at www.plymouthfw.org and take a look around. 
2. Think about the information provided. Does it meet your needs as a 

church member or friend? Is there something missing you would find 
helpful?  

3. Share your observations with our committee by way of email. Please 
email your observations to websiteideas@plymouthfw.org.  

4. Dream a little bit with us: if you were seeking a new church, what might 
you be looking for on a church website? What might you see or read 
about Plymouth Church which would intrigue you enough to pay us a 
visit? Please email any ideas you have to the same email address.  

5. We need all communications emailed to websiteideas@plymouthfw.org 
by Friday, May 7. 

 
Again, we welcome and appreciate the input of any and all members and 
friends of Plymouth Church who may be reading this message. We are 
excited about creating a fresh approach on the web, and we can't wait to hear 
from you!  
 
Beth Walker, Co-chair of the Evangelism and Marketing Committee 

The Bible is Our Book, Too:   
A Self-Defense Course in the Integrity of Scripture 

Christians in the UCC, and in Plymouth Church, are highly literate and liter-
ary. Most read more than one major newspaper, news magazine, and stay cur-
rent reading the books on the bestseller lists. When it comes to reading the 
Bible, THE book of our faith, does our knowledge and understanding, com-
prehension and confidence, referencing and reverencing of these ancient 
scriptures meet our own expectations?  
 

If you have longed for an opportunity, for Reading the Bible Again for the 
First Time (title by Marcus Borg), you are invited to join the exploration  
and conversation with Rev. Ruth E. Phillips, Wednesday evenings, 6:45 to  
7:45 pm, through May 19. You can also enjoy Wednesday Night Live din-
ners for the nominal cost of $5.00, at 6:00 pm—the best meal on Berry St. 
Questions? Contact Rev. Ruth, rep@plymouthfw.org. 

Next Bell Deadline 
The next deadline for submission of 
material for the Bell is Wednesday,  
May 12. We appreciate your prompt 
submission of articles!  

Great Response to Haiti 
Earthquake Relief! 

Plymouth, you were wonderful in 
your response to the need for  
Hygiene Kits and Baby Kits to re-
plenish what Church World Service 
sent in the aftermath of the Haiti 
earthquake. Here is the result: 
�  78 Hygiene Kits, at a value of 

$10 per kit, equals a total value 
of $780.00.  

�  62 Baby Kits, at a value of at 
least $40 per kit, equals a total 
value of  $2,480.00. We estimate 
that many of the Baby Kits were 
of greater value. 

 
Our completed and boxed Hygiene 
Kits were transported to a waiting 
CWS trailer truck in Indianapolis on 
March 26 by Karen Nesius-Roeger 
and husband and son, Michael and 
Pete Roeger. Our completed and 
boxed Baby Kits were shipped after 
Easter to the CWS warehouse in 
New Windsor, MD. 

Peanut Butter Sunday 
The next opportunity to collect our 100 jars of Peanut Butter for the 
Wellspring Food Bank is Sunday, May 16. You can contribute jars of peanut 
butter on any Sunday by putting them in the box near the front office.  

New Plymouth Directory 
Please mark your calendar that in 
July, John Escosa of Stedman Studios 
will be taking photos for a new church 
directory. It has been five years since 
the last directory was published, and 
with the many new members and 
friends, it is time for a new one. More 
information will be coming regarding 
the exact dates and times.  
 
If you are interested in helping on this 
project, please contact the Congrega-
tional Life Committee: Mark 
Glassley, Donna Childs, Laura Knox, 
and Jim Conner. 
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May Calendar of Events 
 

 Sunday, May 16, 2010 
11:30 am in the Folsom Room 

 

“Tell Me a Story” 
 

All ages will enjoy this lively interchange  
of ideas and memories in an  
intergenerational setting with  

Kara Jaurigue, the Youth of Plymouth  
and all who are “Young at Heart.” 

Pizza and Salad 
Cost: $5.00 

Reservations to church office: 423-9434 
by Friday, May 14 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

 
Meet and Eat Group Dinner 

 
Tuesday, May 25 

5:30 pm 
 

Hall's Triangle Park 
3010 Trier Road 

 
Everyone will be ordering from the menu 

17% gratuity automatically added 
  

Coordinators: Mariellen Beitman and Barbara Bugg 
Reservations:  Contact Barbara Bugg by email 

(bbuggconsultants@verizon.net) or  
phone (485-7844) by Thursday, May 20. 

�
 

M
a 
y 
 ��
 
 
 
 
 

B 
i 
r 
t 
h
d
a 
y 
s 

1 Judy Crooks 
 John B. Escosa III 
2 Wanda Cochran 
 Helen Mowan 
 Alexis Snow 
3 Bruce Butler 
 Helen Hill 
 Ryan Nix 

Toni Robinson 
4 Mary Fry 
 Dan Grant 
8 Susan Bresson 
 Helen Evans 
 Alex Mitchell 
 Corrie Silcox 
9 Michael Mendenhall 
10 Steve Hollingsworth 
 Kelly Keuneke 
 Elliott Lemberg 
 Adam Nix 
11 Barb Hill 
 Andrew McCoy 
12 Vera Dulin 
 Karen Hill 
 Jay Shumaker 
13 Aiden Kuelling 
14 Roy Gilliom 
15  Martha Dively 
16 Kaden Hartman-
 Crowell 
17 Tod Ramsey 
18  Roberta Clair 
 Kevin Roembke 
19 Fran Schnizer 
 Betty Seddon 
20 Tristan Hall 
 Kara Jaurigue 
21  Samantha Ames 
 Elizabeth Anderson 
 Laura Coon 
 Greg Gibson 
 Jordin Robinson 
22 Carrol Stumpf 
 June Townsend 
23 Dick Conklin 
 Stan Fahl 
 Wayne Gerard 
 Karen Mousou 
 Carmella Shick 
 Diana Wilkening 
26 Charlie Coffeen 
 Libby Fortunato 
 Jim Sidell 
27 Brynn Anglin 
 Kyle Augspurger 
 RaeAnna Graff 
28 Mildred Harris 
 Richard Robinson 
30 Janis Mitchell 
 Jon Mitchell 
 James Roth 
31 Judson Chasey 
 David Lewellyn 
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April 
 
25 Youth Gathering at  
 Elena Dupen’s farm 
 12:00-2:00 pm 
 (Speak with Kara Jaurigue for 
 directions and carpool) 
28 Midweek Youth at WNL 
 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
 

May 
 

2 Youth Group 
 12:00-2:00 pm 
 Lunch and fellowship 
 (planning intergenerational 
 talks) 
5 Midweek Youth at WNL 
 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
 Cinco de Mayo fun! 
9 Mothers Day— 
 no youth group 
12 Midweek Youth at WNL 
 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
16 Youth Group 
 12:00-2:00 pm 
 Intergenerational Talks with 
 the Amazing Grays 
19 Last Wednesday Night Live 
 Midweek Youth at WNL 
 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
 Cookout/Parking Lot Fun 
23 Last Youth Group of season 
 12:00-5:00 pm 
 Lunch and Tin Caps Ballgame 
 (3:05 game) 

Youth Group Down on the Farm 
On Sunday, April 25, the Youth will gather at the home of Elena Dupen. 
We’ll carpool to Elena’s neck-of-the-woods for some lunch, hiking, and learn-
ing about the process of making Maple Syrup!  
 
Please let Kara Jaurigue know if you plan to attend—she will need to line up 
transportation in advance, as Elena lives outside of Columbia City. Plan to join 
us for a fun filled day! 

Bridging the Generations 
On Sunday, May 16, the Youth and the Amazing Grays will gather together 
for Lunch and Conversation. This Intergenerational Talk will allow the two 
groups to spend some time getting to know each other better, ask questions, 
and converse about several topics of interest. We will gather in the Folsom 
Room at 11:30 pm for a pizza lunch and will conclude at 2:00 pm. Please mark 
your calendars now and plan to join us! 

Sunday, May 23, will be our Last Youth Group gathering for the year.  
We’re going out in style! Join Kara Jaurigue for lunch and a Tin Caps Ball-
game! Game time is 3:05 pm, and Kara has 10 tickets available for this fun  
afternoon together! Sign up with her to reserve your ticket and mark your  
calendars now!   
 
We hope you will join us, enjoy great baseball, and celebrate the end of a won-
derful Youth group year! Play Ball! 

Youth Group Baseball Fun 

Help Keep Us on Schedule! 
 

A reminder to all of our committees, 
subcommittees, task forces and various 

groups and individuals who wish to 
use Plymouth Church for your meet-

ings, special events, and small or large 
gatherings, even impromptu ones … 

… Please be sure to contact the church 
office ahead of time to check for avail-
ability and inclusion on the calendar!! 

Staff Note—UCCOSSN … What is THAT?? 
Did you know that there exists an organization within the UCC whose primary 
goal is to network and support administrative staff from UCC churches, con-
ference offices, and the national office? Not many church members do, and the 
United Church of Christ Office Support Staff Network (UCCOSSN) is hoping 
to change that. The group recently gathered for their annual meeting, this year 
held in Cleveland at the UCC Church House. Just over 40 individuals attended,  
a small representation considering there are over 5,000 churches in the national 
UCC. Lettie Eagar, Plymouth Church office manager, was among them.  
 
The primary focus of this year’s meeting was to increase the organization’s 
visibility and reach out to the thousands of UCC administrative staff people 
across the country. In an effort to find ways to network them together and pro-
vide opportunities to share knowledge, experiences, and resources, new leader-
ship teams were created. We are pleased to say that Lettie has been named the 
Regional Point Person for the Great Lakes Region (one of six across the US), 
charged with gathering names and information on all administrative staff in 
regional churches, associations, and conference offices. She is also a member 
of the newly created Communications Team, whose goal is to redesign the 
group website and identify new ways for members to share the celebrations ... 
and frustrations … of the vital ministry they perform. Be sure to go to their 
website, www.uccossn.org, to learn more, and stay tuned as they grow! 



Abbreviations: 
EC—Executive Council 
E& M—Evangelism & Marketing 
MSYG—Middle School Youth Group 
P&J—Peace/Justice Subcommittee 
S&F—Stewardship & Finance Comm. 
WNL—Wednesday Night Live 
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Looking for our email addresses? 
 
Church General Office and Newsletter 
office@plymouthfw.org 
Senior Pastor and Teacher 
jpg@plymouthfw.org 
Associate Pastor 
rep@plymouthfw.org 
Music Director 
robert@maestronance.com 
Associate in Pastoral Care 
c2cftwayne@verizon.net 
Youth Director 
kkjaurigue@verizon.net 
Office Manager 
lme@plymouthfw.org 
Church Secretary 
dln@plymouthfw.org 
Financial Administrator 
financial@plymouthfw.org 
Custodian 
maintenance@plymouthfw.org 

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here.�

Plymouth Congregational  
     Church of Fort Wayne 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

501 W. Berry St. · Fort Wayne · Indiana · 46802 
Telephone: 260-423-9424 

Plymouth Outreach Statement 
 

We welcome all who are seeking 
God’s presence in their lives to join in 

our common mission through 
participation and leadership in this 
communion of faith. We recognize 
each individual as a child of God, 
believing that we are called to be 

 one reconciled body of Christ with 
many members. 

 
As Christians and members of 

Plymouth Congregational Church, 
United Church of Christ, we are a 

diverse group of people. We are 
persons of various ages, races, 

accomplishments and goals,  
abilities, sexual orientations, 

theological and political beliefs, socio
-economic and ethnic backgrounds.  

In our diversity,  
we find strength and a way to 

understand the inclusiveness of God. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Think Green! 

Pedals for Progress 
www.p4p.org 

Gives old bikes to charities 
that in turn distribute them 

to those in need! 
 


