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 Exploring Faith . Restoring Hope . Discovering God 

The Gift of Godspell at Plymouth Plymouth Music Series 
Summer Arts Festival 

 

July 11, 2:00 pm:  
Alexander Klepach &  

Robert Nance, piano duo 
East meets West when Alexander 

and Robert again delight audiences 
with their stunning virtuosity on  

Plymouth’s Steinway pianos. 
 

July 12, 7:00 pm:  
Soprano Denise Ritter Bernardini 
& Violinist Gert Kumi in concert 
This talented pair will entertain and 
enthrall throughout this evening of 
fine music with an eclectic taste. 

 

July 13, 7:00 pm:  
Rising Stars of Classical Music: 
 pianist Phillip Blaine; soprano 

Katherine Walker; soprano Lau-
ren Palmer; soprano Emily Smith 
These DePauw University School of 

Music students will display their 
considerable talents for you! 

 

July 15, 7:00 pm:  
Godspell (open dress rehearsal) 

 

July 16, 7:00 pm:  
Godspell Performance 

 

July 17  
No Concert  

Three Rivers Festival Finale  
Fireworks Cookout 

 

July 18, 2:00 pm:  
Godspell Matinee Performance 

 

All performances are free  
and open to the public –  
freewill offerings accepted. 

Experience the energy of one of the most popular musicals of the 1970’s. Lively, 
colorful, and lyrical, the cast offers the 1970’s-era hit with “new millennium”  
updates. While the message remains the same, Godspell tells the story of forming 
a community of people who follow Christ. Through storytelling and games from 
the gospel according to Matthew, followers of Christ demonstrate their individual 
commitment, thus forming the group of Jesus’ disciples. It is also a lively re-
telling of the parables, married to the passion of Christ at the end of the play.   

“Godspell is one of those shows that seems to inspire a populace following when-
ever and wherever it is performed,” says Brent Blalock, the show’s director. He 
also adds that “Although it debuted over 40 years ago, our production will encom-
pass a more contemporary feel and embrace the refreshing message.”   

Created by John-Michael Tebelak as a college project in 1970, it was re-scored by 
Stephen Schwartz before moving to off-Broadway in 1971 and then to Broadway 
in 1976 after becoming one of the longest-running off-Broadway musicals. When 
it ended its run in September 1977, it had played for a total of more than 2,600 
performances.   

The all-ages-appropriate Godspell performances can be enjoyed by the entire  
family. Blalock believes that those who experience the musical for the first time 
will add it to their list of favorites; and those who are familiar with the show will 
be delighted by fresh aspects of this production.  

Our own Maestro Robert Nance will lead the musicians accompanying the very 
talented cast. The cast includes Laura Burger, Jessica Dodson, Kara Jaurigue, 
Chris Knutson, Ola Manley, Jane Meredith, Mary Jo Meyer, Eric Miller, Kristen 
Miller, Timothy Price, and Tess Stachofsky. Musical direction is by C. Alin Cass.   

This is a great gift being presented to the community and this is a time when we 
can invite not only our Plymouth family but our co-workers, friends, and associ-
ates to join us at Plymouth. Flyers and information are available at the office for 
those who might want to help us pass on the word to attend a performance.    
 
Godspell, which ends the 2010 Summer Arts Festival, will be presented on  
Friday, July 16, at 7:00 pm and Sunday, July 18, at 2:00 pm. There will be a 
special open final dress rehearsal on Thursday, July 15, at 7:00 pm.  
 
All performances are free. Free will offerings accepted. 
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Conditions of Special Need:  
Karen Anderson, Juliana Bordner, 
Judy Herman, Doris Kelien, Marie 
Elena Lyon,  Connie McAfee, Rob-
bie Melton, Wanda Pohl, Ruth 
Smith, Ken Sprengel, Allen Steere, 
Jack and Tina Worthman. 
 

In the UCC, every day is a day of 
prayer for peace.  
Carl T. Boone, SSgt. Rick Foster, 
Maj. Mark Lovelace, and David 
Worcester; and chaplains from the 
UCC, Bruce Farrell and Anthony 
Taylor. 
 

New life is welcomed with the birth 
of Katelyn Rose Dunahue to Ryan 
and Susan Dunahue on June 7.  
Proud grandmother is Judy Dunahue. 
 

Sympathy is extended to Chuck 
Knox and family on the death of his 
father, Jim Knox , on June 11. 

Dear Plymouth, 
 

In a few days I’ll be leaving for pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Preparing for depar-
ture is a bit of a task given recent developments in the region. The Israeli attack 
upon a Gaza-bound relief flotilla, resulting in the deaths of 12 Turkish activists, 
more wounded, and the seizure of 10,000 tons of food and medicine, has given 
rise to widespread cries of outrage deploring the raid and its outcome. A second  
endeavor, that of a ship named the “Rachel Corrie,” was also subsequently turned 
and forced to dock far short of its goal. So the four-year blockade of Gaza contin-
ues. But not without cost. One commentator, M.J. Rosenberg, has called the de-
fense of the blockade “one of the most disastrous blunders in Israel’s history.” 
 

The raid occurred on May 31, even as the World Council of Churches was com-
memorating its World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel (May 29-June 4). 
The Heads of Churches in Jerusalem issued a joint statement inviting churches 
around the world to pray with them. We used a portion of the prayer, hauntingly 
prescient, in our worship on Sunday, June 6. 
 

“In the land you made holy, free us all from the sin of indifference, contempt  
and violence which only brings hatred and killing. Free the souls and hearts of 
Israelis and Palestinians. Give liberation, freedom, and dignity to the people of 
Gaza who live under trials, threats, and blockades. Guide the leaders in this land, 
purify their  minds and hearts, to become true servers of their peoples. Speak your 
word of love for all to hear, guide us to justice in all lands, grant us power to pro-
claim your reign, bridge the gaps that divide and unsettle us and let your King-
dom come. All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, barrier breaker and sharer 
of our humanity, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, who prays in and with us all. 
Amen. 
 

I commend this prayer to you over the next few days and weeks. I’m traveling 
under the leadership of Dr. Michael Spath, who is charged with spiriting a few 
Plymouth members, Ruth Bracht, Dave Jolliff, Sandy Moliere, Judy Kuelling,  
and Mary Spath, with about twenty other fellow pilgrims from various other Fort 
Wayne congregations. We will tour the traditional holy sites, for sure. But more 
importantly, we will be asking the question, how can we as Christians best  
advance peace in a holy, yet broken land? 
 

The trip provides opportunity to connect with two groups with whom Plymouth is 
partnered in ministry: Pilgrims of Ibillin (Mar Elias Educational Institutions in 
Israel) and Bright Stars of Bethlehem (Diyar Consortion, Palestine). I’m looking 
forward to renewing Plymouth ties with these important ministries and personally 
expressing our support and concern. 
 

A closing thought. William Sloane Coffin once said: “I think the love of Jesus is 
indeed the plumb line by which everything is to be measured. And while laws 
may be more rigid, love is more demanding, for love insists on motivation 
and goes between, around, and way beyond all laws.” 
 

Summer is upon us. If we venture far or plan on staying near, may we carry the 
more demanding love with us. May we remain faithful to the claim of God, whose 
grace and glory is Christ, the barrier breaker, whose love is truly beyond measure. 
 

Blessings, 
John P. Gardner  

From the Senior Pastor 

A note of gratitude from Interfaith 
Hospitality Network (IHN): 
 

“On two separate occasions this 
morning IHN "guests" approached 
me to tell me how much they appre-
ciated Plymouth's active involvement 
this week. The summarized message 
was this: ‘We appreciate all the 
church groups who come in, but the 
people of this church (Plymouth) are 
so special in the way they care and 
involve themselves with us.’” 
 

“It's not an unfamiliar message for 
us to hear as a staff. Plymouth is 
deeply appreciated among the IHN 
family! We want Diana Swayze, 
Rhys and Laura Rudolph, and all 
Plymouth volunteers, to know their 
wonderful efforts are not without 
recognition or consequence.” 
 

Rev. Terry Anderson  
Executive Director, IHN 



New Glider Rockers for the Nursery 
Three new glider rocking chairs have been approved by Congregational Life 
Committee, on the request of the Nursery Task Force. The chairs have been 
ordered at a current sale price, reduced from $219.95 to $179.95 (a savings 
of $40.00 each). Since these are unbudgeted and very needed, Congrega-
tional Life is asking for donations to offset the cost. A $100 contribution has 
already been pledged. If you are able to help, in any amount, please make 
your check payable to Plymouth Church with “Nursery Rockers” in the 
memo line. 
 

The Nursery, Room 11, has received many improvements in recent months 
thanks to Property Committee. The glider rockers will replace the 1950’s 
office arm chairs that are currently in use. We want our infants, toddlers, and 
their parents to feel welcomed with a beautiful space and appropriate fur-
nishings. Thank you for any contribution you are able to make. 

Three Rivers Festival Fireworks Finale Cookout 
What:  Three Rivers Fireworks Finale Hotdog Cookout   
When:  Saturday, July 17, starting at 6:00 pm 
Where: Trinity Church Parking Lot  
 
Congregational Life Committee will be holding the hot dog cookout in the 
Trinity parking lot starting at 6:00 pm. Bring your lawn chairs, games, and 
pass the time with others until the fireworks begin. BE A MONEY  
CHANGER! Volunteers are needed to sell food and beverages and make 
change and count money. If you can give an hour anytime during our Three 
Rivers Cookout, please contact Mark Glassley at mrg7945@hotmail.com. 

The next deadline for submission of material for the Bell is Wednesday,  
July 14. We appreciate your prompt submission of articles!  

Next Bell Deadline 

New Pictorial Directory  
It has been five years since our last pictorial directory was published, so it’s 
time again to do a new one. Congregational Life Committee has made ar-
rangements with John Escosa of Stedman Studios to take photos for a new 
pictorial directory. They will have a sign-up table the next several Sundays 
in the Folsom Room before worship so you can schedule your photo session. 
We encourage you to sign up early so that adjustments to scheduling can be 
made if needed. 
 

Tuesday, July 6  ........... 10:00 am - 6:30 pm 
Wednesday, July 7  ...... 10:00 am - 6:30 pm 
Thursday, July 8  .......... 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Saturday, July 10 .......... 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Sunday, July 11 ............ 11:30am - 1:30 pm 

 

If you are interested in helping on this project, please contact the Congrega-
tional Life Committee: Mark Glassley, Donna Childs, Laura Knox, or Jim 
Conner. 

1 Vanessa Kreider 
2 Greg Eid 
 Ashley Stewart 
4 Bob Nicholson 
 Diana Swayze 
5 Carole Green 
 Marty Krestik 
 Luis Loera 
6 James Hendrix 
 David Lewark 
 Rebecca Talarico 
7 Joyce Augspurger 
 Jody Feasel 
 Madison Moore 
 Michael Wing 
8 Kim Feasel 
 Beth Lybarger Walden 
 John Musgrave 
10 Kent Greer 
 Carl Hasty 
11 Jim Lasley 
 Dave McKinnon 
12 Phil Ankenbruck 
 Cheryl Milligan 
12 Nelda Sonday 
13 Betty Barry 
14 Michael Popp 
 Harriet Rinehart 
 Sarah Springer 
15 Karl Bandemer 
 Betsy Bonham 
 Kay Lewark 
 Elisabeth Kolkman 
16 Dennis Roembke 
17 Ben Fogt 
 Ruby Gates 
 Todd Phillips 
 Barbara Powell 
18 Carla Gilliom 
 Scott Lasley 
 Mel Lehrman 
 Susie O’Shaughnessy 
 Sandy Shumaker 
 Beth Toth 
19 Jenny Kratzat 
19 Kristi Lewark 
20 Olene Kelsey 
21 Arianna Crumpacker 
 Joan Hartwig 
 Larry McDonald 
 Karen Nesius Roeger 
 Jeanette Sowers 
22 Joe Hildenbrand 
23 Leslie Frohberg 
24 Eric Black 
 Dave Jolliff 
 Luanne Root 
25 Samuel Feasel 
 Michael Lewark 
26 Russell Siples 
 Ed Turk 
27 Tim Borne 
 Bev McFadden 
 Stan Pflueger 
 Lisa Worrell 
28 Trey Yarman 
29 Ross Gregory 
31 Irene Hiatt 
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It’s Time to Grow For Others 
 
It is planting time in Indiana. The farmers are out in the fields sowing their bean and corn crops, and the gardeners are 
planting tomato plants. Each is looking forward to a bountiful harvest later this summer and fall. 
 

We here at Plymouth have a very special crop that is already growing.  It is in Magley, IN, just east of Decatur. This is 
the fifth year that we have joined partnership with Salem UCC, Magley, in a growing project for FRB. What is FRB?  
It is Foods Resource Bank, a Christian-based group that enables local communities to create growing projects to feed 
hungry people. FRB is not an emergency response organization, but is focused on helping people to feed themselves. 
100% of the revenue generated by our growing project goes to the people in need. The good people of Salem UCC do-
nate the land on which the crop is grown, they tend the crop throughout the growing period, and then harvest it in Octo-
ber. Plymouth collects donations to offset the costs of the seed, fertilizer, and the drying of the crop at harvest time. This 
past year, we supported two growing projects with the proceeds we accumulated through donations and the sale of the 
crop. One of the projects was Cambodia South, which worked to introduce to the local people agricultural diversity, 
vegetables, irrigation, composting, local organic solutions, and Farmer Field Schools. The other project was the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo Micro Devry, which introduced improved varieties and practices with cassava, dwarf palm, pea-
nuts, cowpeas and vegetable seeds. 
 

Statistics show that it costs about $585/year to feed a family in Africa with food aid that is grown in the US and then 
shipped there. Feeding that same family with food grown and purchased locally costs about $240/year. Providing them 
with the resources they need to grow their own food, about $30/year. This is what FRB does. Local men and women are 
provided with a variety of resources that teach them how to grow quality food that is supported by practices that provide 
good soil, sustainable water sources, and conservation of resources. This in turn nourishes their bodies and souls. They 
now have an income from selling or trading their crops. They teach others what they have learned, expanding the knowl-
edge base of their community. They and their children thrive on the improved nutrition. All of this is possible because of 
you, Plymouth. 
 

Salem UCC has planted the crop, and now it is up to us to support it so that these growing projects and others can con-
tinue. Many villages are depending upon us. Please take a moment and thoughtfully consider making a donation to  
Plymouth’s FRB Growing Project this summer. 
 

FRB Task Force members: 
Gale Cunningham, Dan and Judy Kaufman, Laura Rudolph, Rick and Peg Schilb 
 
For the Foods Resource Bank—2010, I would like to contribute: 
 

(please circle one) 
 

1 bushel of seed corn - $200.00                          ½ bushel of seed corn - $100.00 
¼ bushel of seed corn - $50.00                           other amount - ________________ 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________ Phone __________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to Plymouth Church and indicate “For FRB” in the memo line. 

Amazing Grays Summer Schedule Update 
 

Please note: the 3RF Parade viewing and potluck luncheon originally scheduled for July 10 have been cancelled.  
 
Sunday, August 8, we will be having a summer party at Gale Cunningham’s cottage. We will provide more information 
on this event in the bulletin and the next Bell. 



Abbreviations: 
EC—Executive Council 
E&M—Evangelism & Marketing 
K&F—Knife and Fork 
NEA—Northeast Association 
P&J—Peace/Justice Subcommittee 
S&F—Stewardship & Finance Comm. 
WNL—Wednesday Night Live 
MOYC—Mothers of Young Children 
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Looking for our email addresses? 
 
Church General Office and Newsletter 
office@plymouthfw.org 
Senior Pastor and Teacher 
jpg@plymouthfw.org 
Associate Pastor 
rep@plymouthfw.org 
Music Director 
robert@maestronance.com 
Associate in Pastoral Care 
c2cftwayne@verizon.net 
Youth Director 
kkjaurigue@verizon.net 
Office Manager 
lme@plymouthfw.org 
Church Secretary 
dln@plymouthfw.org 
Financial Administrator 
financial@plymouthfw.org 
Custodian 
maintenance@plymouthfw.org 

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here.�

Plymouth Congregational  
     Church of Fort Wayne 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

501 W. Berry St. · Fort Wayne · Indiana · 46802 
Telephone: 260-423-9424 

Plymouth Outreach Statement 
 

We welcome all who are seeking 
God’s presence in their lives to join in 

our common mission through 
participation and leadership in this 
communion of faith. We recognize 
each individual as a child of God, 
believing that we are called to be 

 one reconciled body of Christ with 
many members. 

 
As Christians and members of 

Plymouth Congregational Church, 
United Church of Christ, we are a 

diverse group of people. We are 
persons of various ages, races, 

accomplishments and goals,  
abilities, sexual orientations, 

theological and political beliefs, socio
-economic and ethnic backgrounds.  

In our diversity,  
we find strength and a way to 

understand the inclusiveness of God. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Think Green! 

 

Bring your own container 
for leftovers from a meal 

served at a restaurant  
and avoid receiving a 

plastic container. 


