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Next Bell Deadline 
 
The next deadline for submission of 
material for the Bell is Wednesday,  
August 10. We appreciate your 
prompt submission of articles!  
 
Changed your email address?�
 
If you've changed your email  
address recently, please notify the 
church at the office email address, 
office@plymouthfw.org, or by 
phone, 260-423-9424. 
  
Please let us know if this is your 
home or work email. 

Sweet Pepper Jelly Time! 
Once again, Standish Circle will offer its popular Sweet Pepper Jelly for sale. 
The jars are 8 ounces, and they will be available the third week of August.  
The preparation, cooking, and canning dates are Tuesday, August 17, and 
Thursday, August 19. All are invited to join the fun! Also, anyone with extra 
jalapenos, green or red peppers, or sweet banana peppers, please contact Joyce!  
Thanks so much. For orders and/or questions, contact Joyce Augspurger at  
625-3222 or jema7749@comcast.net. 

Second Round Photo Sessions - Pictorial Directory  
Bring a SMILE to your face and get your picture in Plymouth’s 2010 Pictorial 
Directory! All it takes is ten minutes for one to three individuals. Family 
groupings with children, or more than three persons, will take 20 minutes. 
 
The next photo sessions will be on Tuesday, August 10, from 1:00-6:00 pm, 
Wednesday, August 11, from 1:00-6:00 pm, Thursday, August 12, from  
3:00-8:00 pm, Saturday, August 14, from 10:00 am-2:00 pm, and Sunday, 
August 15, from 11:30 am-1:30 pm. Calls will be made during the week prior 
to schedule sessions. 

Thanks, Plymouth,  
for the Support! 
 
Thanks to everyone for all their help, 
support, and efforts on “Godspell.”  
I am very happy with the outcome  
and pleased to have been a part of a 
wonderful ministry with drama at 
Plymouth. It is truly a blessing that  
Plymouth is so supportive to offer 
this wonderful gift to the Fort Wayne 
area. We had many new visitors 
from numerous churches through 
this endeavor. It was wonderful to 
open our door to the community. I 
just want to express my deepest 
thanks to everyone for making 
“Godspell” the success it was.    
  
Brent Blalock  

Special Guest Offers Message 
Rev. Susie O’Shaughnessy 
Sunday, August 1 
 
Rev. Susie O’Shaughnessy will bring the message on Sunday, August 1, shar-
ing her experience as part of the Indiana-Kentucky Conference Mission Team 
to the Pentecostal Church of Chile. Rev. O’Shaughnessy is a daughter of  
Plymouth Church and serves as a chaplain with Parkview Hospital. 

Next Welcoming Group 
Welcoming Group on Sunday, July 25, 11:30 am to 2:00 pm, is for those of 
you who are considering or curious about membership in Plymouth Church. 
You are invited to participate in this informative session about the UCC,  
Plymouth’s various ministries and missions, who we are as a congregation,  
and how your faith journey brought you to this community of faith. Rev. Ruth 
E. Phillips leads the discussion, so if you plan to attend, please contact her at 
rep@plymouthfw.org or 423-9424.  
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Conditions of Special Need:  
Karen Anderson, Juliana Bordner, 
Adine Eagar, Paul Freehill, Mike 
Hollingsworth, Doris Kelien, Marie 
Elena Lyon, Connie McAfee,  
Robbie Melton, Linda Parker, 
Wanda Pohl, Charmaine Siekman, 
Ken Sprunger, Allen Steere, and 
Jack and Tina Worthman. 
 

In the UCC, every day is a day of 
prayer for peace.  
Major Marc Lovelace, SSgt. Rick 
Foster, David Worcester, and UCC 
chaplains, LTC. Charles Purinton 
and CDR Peter B. St. Martin. 
 

Sympathy is extended to ... 
… the family and friends of Nancy 
Eberhardt, who died on July 4; 
… Carol Patterson on the death of 
her mother, Helen Bross, July 6, in 
Moses Lake, WA; 
… to the family of Virgil Pyle, who 
died July 15; 
… Marge Feeback on the death of 
her brother-in-law, Ken Sprengel, on 
June 19; 
… the family and friends of Ruby 
Gates, who died on June 19. 
 

The Rev. John M. Gantt has been 
called to serve as the 13-month  
Interim Conference Minister for the 
Indiana-Kentucky Conference. 
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Amazing Grays Note: 
 

Jan Younger and Linda Balthaser 
have asked the Meet and Eat Group 
members to be scouts during July 
and early August to check out and 
recommend possible dining loca-
tions that may be included in the 
2010-11 schedule. These responses 
will be compiled in time for infor-
mation about the September event  
to appear in the August issue of  
the Bell. 

Many thanks to the following Plymouth people who made the recent week of 
being the host church for Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) another success: 
Dinner Preparers: Dee and Curt Smith, Roy and Mary Gilliom, Ginny and Joe 
Laudadio, Steve and Becky Hollingsworth, Laura and Rhys Rudolph, and Jim 
Connor. Evening Hosts: Diane Swayze, Cher Jackson, Sandy Moliere, Dan 
Hamblin, Josie Dunlap-Smith, Anne Hughes, Jan Gibson, Laura Rudolph, Rhys 
Rudolph, and Jim Connor. 
 

Our next opportunity to be the church host for IHN will be the week of  
November 28—December 4. Prior to that time there will be an informational/
training session for anyone wanting to volunteer to be a dinner preparer or an 
evening host. Watch the Bell and Sunday bulletin for the time and location of 
this informational session. Plymouth is one of seventeen other churches in the 
Fort Wayne area that supports the community we all live in by being an IHN 
partner. If you have a few hours to spare and a cheerful attitude, this is just the 
volunteer opportunity you have been waiting for. So gather a few friends to-
gether, mark your calendar for November 28—December 4 and sign up to make 
a difference. 

Another Successful IHN Week! 

IHN Garage Sale 
Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) will be having a garage sale on Saturday, 
July 24, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at its 2925 E. State location. If you have items 
you would want to donate, please call Lynda Rogers at 458-9772. Come shop! 
All proceeds benefit IHN. 

A New Addition to Plymouth 
If you look carefully at the front of Plymouth that faces West Berry Street you 
will see that there is something new tucked up against the building. It is a small 
cherub in a prayerful pose resting on a bench. It has been placed there in mem-
ory of Barb Rigdon by her partner, Donna Rowe, and her son, Scott Rigdon, 
and his partner, Brent Blalock. 
 

This little cherub was once in Barb’s garden at her house where she could gaze 
upon it daily. During the last days of her illness it was her fervent hope that she 
could get back to Plymouth just once more to share in the service and walk 
down the aisle to take communion. Unfortunately, she was not able to do this. 
Donna, Scott, and Brent wanted to fulfill her wish and placed the prayerful 
cherub in the protective shadows of Plymouth so that Barb could be a part of 
Plymouth again as she had wanted. As you walk by this area, look closely and 
you will see the little cherub sitting quietly on a bench nestled next to the build-
ing near the Memorial Garden, and you can think of Barb Rigdon and her love 
for Plymouth Church. 

If you have enjoyed reading from the Friends of Jung Library in Room 201, 
please check to see if you might still have one of the following books in your 

home and return it to the Room 201 library as soon as possible.     
1. The Tarot Handbook, by Angeles Arrien  
2. Chalice and the Blade, by Riane Eisler 

3. Inner Work, by Robert Johnson   
4. Elements of Dream Work, by Williams-Kaplan   

5. Lectures on Jung's Typology, by Marie-Louise von Franz 



 

1 Stephen Brabbs 
 Leonard Iaquinta 
 Anne Spath 
2 Ross Binkley 
 Arthur Parry, Jr. 
3 Sasha Chemey 
 Kimberly Dienelt 
 Tom Lindhuber 
 Ayden Slater 
4 Joseph Kratzat 
6 Gail McKinnon 
7 Doug Townsend 
8 Deb Conklin 
 Patty Pendleton 
10 Tim Brabbs 
 Jim Stein 
 Katie Watson 
11 Cathy Seymoure 
13 Mary Edwald 
 John McCormick 
 Allen Steere 
14 Meredith Stumpf 
15  Joe Laudadio 
 Michael Jaurigue 
 Joan Lipscomb 
 Paul Raiman 
17 Barbara Bugg 
 Ann Corrall 
18 Eva Mae McMahan 
 Lauren Rudolph 
19  Ryan Borne 
 Judy Kaufman 
21 Becky Chasey 
22 Erin Crain 
 Carol Patterson 
23 Bill Schnizer 
 Joan Weber 
24 Felicia Colclesser 
 Bill Greer 
26 Jack Drummond 
27 Maryellen Hays 
 Laura Knox 
 Tessa Springer  
28 Michaela Eitsert 
 Dee Smith 
29 Tasha Sutter 
31  Al Crain-Shick 
 Matthew McCoy 

Celebrate Summer and Fall with the Amazing Grays 
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A Letter from Eric Stricklin 
Dear Plymouth friends, 
 

I would like to thank each and every one of you for the role that you have 
played in both my faith and professional journeys. Words can do no justice to 
the meaningfulness of my experience at Plymouth Church. The opportunities to 
lead with which your faith community presented me will forever play a vital 
role in my ministry. I am eternally grateful to Rev. John P. Gardner and Rev. 
Ruth E. Phillips for their guidance and faith in my ability to carry out my  
responsibilities at Plymouth. I also want to thank the students of the 2009-10 
Covenant class for allowing me to teach and learn with them throughout their 
confirmation experiences. Last but certainly not least, I would like to thank the 
congregation and Personnel Committee for their generous monetary gift of 
$500. This will most certainly assist me in funding my seminary education at 
Chicago Theological Seminary this semester. I do pray with all of my heart that 
our paths will someday cross again. Plymouth Congregational Church UCC will 
always be in my thoughts and prayers. Thank you! 
 

In Christ, 
Eric M. Stricklin 

August 
 

Sunday, August 8, immediately following the morning service, the Amazing 
Grays will be hosting their own Plymouth Pilgrims who traveled this summer to 
the Holy Land with Michael Spath. Following a light lunch prepared by Rhonda 
Eitsert, they will share their impressions and experiences with us. The entire 
congregation is invited and urged to come. Cost for lunch is $4.00. Sign up for 
the lunch on the bulletin board by the office. 
 

In the afternoon on the same Sunday, August 8, they will party at Gale Cun-
ningham’s lake cottage. You are invited to bring a dessert to share and enjoy 
while you relax and have a fun day at “the lake.” In case of rain or threats of 
bad weather, they do have a back-up plan. Call or email Carol Shedd, 492-9500 
or cjsldh@hotmail.com, or Gale Cunningham, dougalc@gmail.com, to make a 
reservation for this fun afternoon. 
 

September 
 

September 12, the Amazing Grays plan to visit the national award-winning 
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo. More information on this will be given in the  
August issue of the Bell. Tasty sack lunches prepared by Rhonda Eitsert will be 
a special treat in the park before visiting the “wild kingdom” of Fort Wayne. 
There will be an alternate plan in case the weather does not cooperate. 
 

October 
 

October 7, the group will have a dinner and theater night. A delicious catered 
dinner will be shared before attending the 7:30 pm preview night performance 
of Tuesdays with Morrie at First Presbyterian Theater. Linda Balthaser is co-
sponsoring this production in memory of her late husband, Ken. The cost for the 
three-course dinner is $12, and the cost of the tickets is $10. Contact Linda 
(linda4.sb@verizon.net or 482-1478) for more information/tickets reservations.  
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Let’s Continue to Grow! 
 

In the spring of 2005, we at Plymouth joined with Salem UCC, Magley, in our first project in support of the mission  
of Foods Resource Bank (FRB). That shared annual ministry has given our congregations opportunities to meet new 
friends, learn of the unique needs of communities elsewhere in the world, give time, effort, and financial support to  
address those needs, and help those communities work toward a level of self-sufficiency! 
 
Our project each year has involved the planting, nurturing, and harvesting of 20 acres of corn. That portion of the project 
has been led by the capable farmers of Salem UCC, Magley. That is continuing this year, and the corn crop looks good! 
A photo of the field, taken in early June, is on the bulletin board with the corn meter in the church’s front hallway by the 
office. Will the crop continue to grow and produce effectively? Weather conditions can impact that process, and we’ll 
again hope for the best! When the corn is harvested (October 17) and the crop is sold, the profits will be designated to 
further enable self-sufficiency in one or two specific communities elsewhere in the world. 
 
Your financial contributions to the FRB project will be a significant addition to the amount we send to FRB. Plymouth’s 
annual financial contribution to the project from our members and friends has averaged just over $11,500. Our contribu-
tions can grow along with the corn crop in the field! 
 
At the recent Indiana-Kentucky Conference Annual Meeting in Indianapolis, two workshops were held to spread the 
word about Foods Resource Bank. Rev. Linn Bartling and Kent and Charlsie Girod from Salem UCC, Magley, and Dan 
and Judy Kaufman from Plymouth, helped provide the materials, displays, and information for the workshops.  
 
At the 10th anniversary of FRB in Grand Rapids, Michigan, last year, we heard some particularly good reasons to sup-
port Foods Resource Bank. 
 

*  FRB addresses the heart of the Gospel – helping those in need. 
*  FRB is committed to working to solve the poverty problem – to help the world feed itself –  
 not to feed the world. 
*  FRB is fiscally responsible. 92% of contributed money goes to ministries. 

 
Your contribution in any amount is very important! 
 
FRB Task Force members: 
Gale Cunningham, Dan and Judy Kaufman, Laura Rudolph, Rick and Peg Schilb 
 
 
 
 

 
For the Foods Resource Bank—2010, I would like to contribute: 
 

(please circle one) 
 

1 bushel of seed corn - $200.00                          ½ bushel of seed corn - $100.00 
¼ bushel of seed corn - $50.00                           other amount - ________________ 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________ Phone _____________________ 
 
 
Please make checks payable to Plymouth Church and indicate “For FRB” in the memo line. 



Abbreviations: 
EC—Executive Council 
E&M—Evangelism & Marketing 
K&F—Knife and Fork 
NEA—Northeast Association 
P&J—Peace/Justice Subcommittee 
S&F—Stewardship & Finance Comm. 
WNL—Wednesday Night Live 
MOYC—Mothers of Young Children 
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Looking for our email addresses? 
 
Church General Office and Newsletter 
office@plymouthfw.org 
Senior Pastor and Teacher 
jpg@plymouthfw.org 
Associate Pastor 
rep@plymouthfw.org 
Music Director 
robert@maestronance.com 
Associate in Pastoral Care 
c2cftwayne@verizon.net 
Youth Director 
kkjaurigue@verizon.net 
Office Manager 
lme@plymouthfw.org 
Church Secretary 
dln@plymouthfw.org 
Financial Administrator 
financial@plymouthfw.org 
Custodian 
maintenance@plymouthfw.org 

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here.�

Plymouth Congregational  
     Church of Fort Wayne 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

501 W. Berry St. · Fort Wayne · Indiana · 46802 
Telephone: 260-423-9424 

Plymouth Outreach Statement 
 

We welcome all who are seeking 
God’s presence in their lives to join in 

our common mission through 
participation and leadership in this 
communion of faith. We recognize 
each individual as a child of God, 
believing that we are called to be 

 one reconciled body of Christ with 
many members. 

 
As Christians and members of 

Plymouth Congregational Church, 
United Church of Christ, we are a 

diverse group of people. We are 
persons of various ages, races, 

accomplishments and goals,  
abilities, sexual orientations, 

theological and political beliefs, socio
-economic and ethnic backgrounds.  

In our diversity,  
we find strength and a way to 

understand the inclusiveness of God. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Think Green! 

Reminders: 
 

Bring rinsed aluminum cans to 
the church and put them in the 

Habitat for Humanity 
receptacles. 

 

Bring used printer cartridges to 
the church office for recycling. 


