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Dear Plymouth, 
 

On more than one occasion in recent weeks I’ve caught myself silently singing the refrain from the 

hymn we’ve been using in worship this Lent:   
 

 “Your love, O God, is broad like beach and meadow, 

 wide as the wind, and our eternal home.” 
 

The verse has surprised me to the degree it has worked its way into my mind and heart; it has come 

unbidden, without conjuring on my part. I simply become aware of it. And it has provided no small 

measure of comfort and respite from challenges I can’t avoid, only meet with patience and prayer, with 

courage and trust.   
 

The hymn, I sense, is serving us well, as we ponder the theme: “following where Compassion  

wanders.” God’s love is broad. It is broader, greater, more than we can ask or imagine (Ephesians 

3:20). When we are free to follow where Compassion wanders, then we find ourselves serving where 

God’s love is needed today; then and there we partake of gospel, blessing and being blessed as  

instruments of God’s peace. This is valuable hope to which we cling. 
  

Holy Week and Easter are fast approaching. On Maundy Thursday (March 29, 6:00 pm) we will 

gather at tables in the Folsom Room to remember Jesus’ upper room time with the disciples, the insti-

tution of the Lord’s Supper, and Jesus’ washing of the disciples’ feet. An invitation has been ex-

tended to Pastor Bill McGill and the people of Imani Baptist Temple to share this service with us. We 

look forward to renewing and deepening our ties with them.   
 

The Good Friday Tenebrae service will take place on March 30, 7:00 pm. This service focuses upon  

Jesus’ passion, his death and burial, and is accompanied by the gradual extinguishing of lights. It is an 

important service of song and reflection reminding us of Jesus, the suffering servant, whose love is 

faithful and true even unto death.  
 

The joy that dawns on Easter begins with a sunrise service, April 1, 7:00 am, in the Folsom Room.   

The Rev. Carole Green will bring the morning message. A breakfast, prepared by the  

Congregational Life Board, will follow this service, prior to our 10:00 am worship in the sanctuary.   
 

Holy Week is prelude to the great mystery proclaimed by the Christian Church. As expressed in the 

UCC Statement of Faith – 
 

 In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified  

 risen Savior, (God) has come to us, and shared our  

 common lot, conquering sin and death, and reconciling 

 the world to (God’s) self. 
 

The love of Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior, is the life force animating and sustaining the  

reconciling work of the church today. Even the face of death, the love never fails to rise. With faith and 

good sense, may we continue what we have started – following where Compassion wanders. So may 

we exalt the God whose love is a precious gift, fostering life and furthering peace – now and forever!
  

     With hope and joy, 

      John P. Gardner 
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2 Joyce Black 

3 Alice Beard 

 Sam Lipscomb 

 Jessamyn Schmidt 

4 Jacqueline Brabbs 

 Lindsay Hackett 

6 Katie Brian 

 Hannah Corral 

 Rev. John P. Gardner 

 Sally Gerard 

 Paul Ricketts 

 Jasmine Welty  

7 Heather Brackeen 

 Jeffrey Kolkman 

8 Jeffrey Cunningham 

 Jeff Markley 

9 Isaiah Childress 

 Gail Escosa 

 Kenosha Phillips 

 Rev. Clare Walter 

10 Colton Shaffer 

11 Courtney Dienelt 

 Deb Miller 

12 Daren Shaffer 

 Linda Sought 

13 Thomas Baker 

14 Isaiah Atienzo-Fisher 

15 Tess Anglin 

 Sharon Christian 

 Scott Rigdin 

16 Eric Gilliom 

 Jane Meredith 

 Monty Millage 

 Beth Price 

 Collin Ramsey 

17 Steve Ross 

18 Debby Compagnone 

 Allen Nance 

 Audrey Velagapudi 

19 Maggie Jordan 

 Lenora Lewark 

20 Joni Sutton 

 Kay Wheeler 

21 Gina Arata 

 Allie Brown 

 George Irmscher 

 Steve Riethmiller 

22 Dr. Rhys Rudolph 

 Mary Ann Sidell 

23 Marian Nicholas 

24 Robin Ames 

 Sandy Moliere 

25 Jack Greer 

 Diane Lasley 

 Claire Roney 

26 John A. Hoffman 

27 Chris Lasley 

29 Elly Doenecke 

 Bill Vrabel 

SEARCH TASK FORCE  

ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

Two weeks ago, the Plymouth Search Task Force hosted our 

top senior pastor candidate and his wife for a neutral pulpit in 

Fort Wayne.   

 

He preached at a local church and joined the Task Force for an 

extended conversation.  That afternoon, the Task Force  

unanimously chose him to be our next senior minister and he 

accepted the call!  This exciting news follows weeks of  

discernment as the Task Force carefully reviewed all  

candidate profiles received, conducted several phone  

interviews, viewed sermon samples, and completed three 

Skype/Face Time interviews with the most promising  

candidates.  

 

Throughout the process, this candidate was clearly our first 

choice, standing above all the others. We are very eager to  

introduce him to you, but we cannot share more about him  

until he is presented to the Executive Council at their April 3 

meeting. Assuming all goes according to plan, he and his wife 

will be at Plymouth April 28-29 to meet with congregation 

members and to preach on Sunday.  

 

Following his sermon, the Plymouth membership will vote on 

approving him as senior minister.  Please mark that date on 

your calendars and plan to be here to take part in this  

On April 20-22 Plymouth will be hosting a training for OWL  

leaders.  In the past, folks have traveled from as far as Texas to  

receive this training!  We are looking for places for these leaders- 

in-training to stay during their time in Fort Wayne. These folks will 

be working hard at Plymouth all day, and their meals will be  

provided at the training. They will need a place to relax in the  

evening and sleep at night. If you have a guest room or a pull-out 

couch you’d be willing to share, please contact Katie Watson. 

Our Whole Lives 
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During the month of 

March, we are invited to 

pray for the Department of 

Service for Palestinian 

Refugees (DSPR) in  

Lebanon, a global mission 

partner through the Middle 

East Council of Churches. 

We also pray for One Great 

Hour of Sharing,  

supported in part by  

Plymouth Benevolence. 

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

A.J.Calkins  

David Cornwell  

Marge Cornwell  

Brad Crowder 

Elaine Drummond  

Gail Escosa  

Marcia Federspiel  

Paul Furtner  

Heather Gamble  

Charlene Holly  

Susan Jarvis  

Jeannette Kent 

Bernice Koutcher  

Cheryl Leugring 

Sheldon Lockwood  

Janet Markley 

Mary McCoy 

Kerry Mills 

Jan Modesitt 

Deb Cochran Mulherin 

Karen O’Neal 

Carol Patterson  

Noel Resor 

Jacqueline Sanders  

John Shannon 

Sheryl Stallman  

Jim Stedman 

Dick Stumpf  

Joel Walter 

Chris Week 

Keira Molly Wilch 

Virginia Zimmerman 

SPIRIT AND SELF-DISCOVERY ~  

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018, 8:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 

EPWORTH FOREST CONFERENCE CENTER,  

LAKE WEBSTER  

Each of us no doubt thinks of herself as a particular type of per-

son. Whether you have used the Enneagram or not to explore  your 

personality type, Allie Meriwether Brown will lead us in one-hour 

sessions in morning and afternoon, to guide us in understanding our 

view of the world and what motivates us, so we may embrace more 

fully our true nature which bears God's own image. Please go to  

https://www.wepss.com/index.asp to test and receive your results by 

email. Cost is $10.  
 

Whatever your type, the women’s retreat day will offer time to  

refresh your soul and replenish your spirit. Our adventurous journey 

of discovery will include fluid time for reflecting, walking, sitting, 

moving, breathing. Joining us again will be Christine Leggett to  

offer individual Reiki sessions, and Jan Evrard to lead gentle Yoga 

stretches. Prayerful coloring and journaling will be available. Our day 

together will include singing, sacred movement, and Holy  

Communion. 
 

Snacks and lunch provided by Epworth Center. Please check dietary 

needs on registration. Carpooling is encouraged and will be facili-

tated by Sandy Moliere. Looking forward to your being with us! 

 
 

Registration with full payment of $30 is due by Wednesday,  

April 4. 

2018 WOMEN’S RETREAT REGISTRATION 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:____________________________________________________________ 
 

Zip:___________  Phone:______________________ 

 

____I will provide my own transportation   ____I can drive and take___passengers. 
 

____I need a ride (Sandy Moliere will contact you)   ____Vegetarian    ____G.F. 
 

___  $30 full registration paid with _____cash or ______check #_______ 
 

____Scholarship assistance requested  

(contact Rev. Ruth E. Phillips, rep@plymouthfw.org) 

 
 

Please send payment with this registration form to the church office with 

“Women’s Retreat” marked on the envelope and on the memo line of check.  

https://www.wepss.com/index.asp
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The Peace and Justice Committee is pleased to  

~ honor ~ 

Karen Francisco  

with the Amistad Peace and Justice Award 

The Peace and Justice Committee is pleased to honor Karen Francisco with the Amistad Peace and Justice 

Award. Throughout her career in media with articles in the newspaper, Karen has held important concerns up 

for the community to read. Her clear, articulate, and factual presentation of issues relating to social justice has 

been a welcome contribution, particularly in these last few years. Journalists have a significant role to play to 

help community members be aware of and educated with accurate knowledge and truth telling.   

  

As a reporter for education issues since 1988 and most recently as  

editorial page editor for the Journal Gazette, Karen focused attention on 

the lack of evidence for failing schools in Indiana and the move by the 

state legislators to increase privatization of public schools, thus beginning 

a process to remove control of the schools from local communities.  

Further as the General Assembly voted to increase vouchers which  

remove tax funds from public education and give those funds to private 

schools, Karen has clearly illustrated the unfortunate effect this had on 

public education. Over 90% of the voucher funds go to religious based 

schools under the guise of choice, which muddies the separation of church 

and state. Karen has highlighted how using public money for private 

schools undermines our public trust and the foundational rock of our  

government and society which ensures a free, appropriate and equal  

education for all children in our country. 

 

Besides her dedication to factual reporting on education issues, Karen has focused on the need for reform of 

voting districts in Indiana, the need for better mental health services for all ages, reform of payday loans that 

charge exorbitant interest and diminish the chance for those in poverty to repay the loan, as well as the effect 

of coal companies on the quality of life in Indiana, to name just a few. 

 

In addition to her careful reporting on education, Karen served as Board Chairman for the Literacy Alliance 

and as a tutor for the FWCS Study Connection. Not only does she write about issues the community needs to 

know, she volunteers her time and talents. We are pleased to recognize Karen and her writing about social  

justice in the words of one of our members who provided background information: “Karen’s down-to-earth 

presentation and her thought provoking insights into issues facing education in our city and state make her one 

of the most requested and respected speakers” for education forums in our city. Karen’s commitment to social 

justice and, in particular, her persistent illumination about education issues, make her an outstanding recipient 

for the Amistad Award. 
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Our bodies do so many 

things! During Lent, our kids are 

remembering Jesus’ time on 

earth, in a body just like 

ours.  Each week we’ve looked 

at a new action—rest, lift, taste, 

walk, listen, and more—through 

stories about Jesus’ actions in the 

past, and activities we can do 

today. 

 

Are you interested in observing 

Holy Week with your family at 

home? Make sure to pick up the 

last several cards featuring our 

embodied words from the  

Worship Art Bags or the Folsom 

Room. With a word for Maundy 

Thursday (Wash), Good Friday 

(Hurt), Holy Saturday (Cry), and 

Easter Sunday (Laugh), you are 

invited to remember how the 

bodies of Jesus and his followers 

moved through the events of 

Holy Week. 

Lenten Worship  
Art Bags 

Pentecost Sculpture 
with Randy Roberts 

Beginning on April 8, our  

Sunday schoolers will be col-

laborating with Randy Roberts 

to design and paint a Pentecost 

inspired sculpture.   

 

Parents, please check with your 

child’s teachers for the days 

their classes will be painting. 

Plymouth Green Team Task of the Month: 
Each month, the Plymouth Green Team is suggesting a task to help you be a more  

Faithful steward of the Creation, while saving energy and money. Here’s the task for 

March …  

Install a Programmable Thermostat 

and set it to heat or cool your space only when needed. 
 

Through proper use of a programmable thermostat you can save about 

$180 every year in energy costs. Did you know that properly using a pro-

grammable thermostat in your home is one of the easiest ways you can 

save energy, money, and help fight global warming? A programmable 

thermostat helps make it easy for you to save by offering four pre-

programmed settings to regulate your home's temperature in both  

summer and winter - when you are asleep or away. 
 

● Keep the temperature set at its energy savings set-points for long peri-

ods of time (at least eight hours), for example, during the day, when no 

one is at home, and through the night, after bedtime. 
 

● All thermostats let you temporarily make an area warmer or cooler, 

without erasing the pre-set programming. This override is cancelled auto-

matically at the next program period. You use more energy (and end up 

paying more on energy bills) if you consistently “hold” or over-ride the 

pre-programmed settings. 
 

● Units typically have 2  types of hold features: (a) hold/permanent/

vacation; (b) temporary. Avoid using the hold/permanent/vacation fea-

ture to manage day to day temperature settings. “Hold” or “vacation” fea-

tures are best when you're planning to be away for an extended period. 

Set this feature at a constant, efficient temperature (i.e. several degrees 

warmer temperature in summer, several degrees cooler during winter), 

when going away for the weekend or on vacation. You'll waste energy 

and money if you leave the “hold” feature at 

the comfort setting while you're away. 
 

● Many homes use just one thermostat to con-

trol the whole house. If your home has multi-

ple heating or cooling zones, you'll need a pro-

grammed setback thermostat for each zone to 

maximize comfort, convenience and energy 

savings throughout the house. More tips? 
Visit: http://www.energystar.gov.  

Men’s Glee Club of Pittsburgh!! 

The University of Pittsburgh Men’s Glee Club, founded in 1890, is one 

of the oldest groups of its type in the country!! The group comes to Ft. 

Wayne as part of their Midwest Tour on May 3 at 7:30 pm and the  

program features classical and contemporary pop music in a cappella  

arrangements.  
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Part of what the Peace & Justice Committee promotes is diversity and equality for all people, and feel 

that in order to do this, we need to create relationships with folks unlike ourselves. So each month,  

several of us will be meeting at a small, local, ethnic restaurant to take in the people, atmosphere, and of 

course, the food. We will each write a short “review” of our experiences which we hope will encourage 

you to do the same. We appreciate your suggestions and thoughts. 
 
 

EL RINCONCITO SALVADORIAN RESTAURANT 
Pupuseria 

1619 N. Wells Street 
 

 

El Rinconcito Pupuseria is a family owned restaurant with a homey and unpretentious atmosphere. The family 

waits on each table and is very accommodating. My sausage and spinach pupusas were tasty. The cabbage 

coleslaw in the Mason jar adds moisture and a light spice to them along with the gently spicy green sauce.  

The plantain dessert was yummy with light frosting and cinnamon; one could be shared with 3-4 people. 

* Lucy Hess 

 

I found that the menu had limited explanations, but when asked, the server was able to explain. My limited 

Spanish might have been a problem here. I decided on the Salvadorian fajitas which turned out to be a good 

choice. It included pork, chicken, beef, along with green and red peppers, and onions. Although only seasoned 

with salt and pepper, various hot sauces were on the table to add as needed. The highlight was the corn tortilla, 

but the reasonable price was also good. Food: 3 Service: 4 Company: 5 

* Monty Millage 

 

I was pleased with the comfortable atmosphere, small cozy dining area, and the fact that this business is  

family-owned and operated. I thought the service was good, and I felt understood by those who served us and 

answered our questions. My menu choice was delicious, as was the plantain dessert shared by the group. I 

would be interested in trying other menu options on another visit. 

* Betty Deans 

 

~~ Good family atmosphere and varied menu.~~ 

* Bill Deans 

 

I liked the cheese pupusa. Although the pork in the pork pupusa was tender, it lacked flavor. 

* Greg Week 

 

I liked the chicken burrito. It contained plenty of chicken, refried beans, and rice. Lettuce, tomatoes, and sour 

cream were served on the side. 

* Chris Week 

 

I ordered the Plato Loco, or crazy plate, which was a sampler of various foods. It contained a bit of slaw 

(curtido), and rice, with various fried items on top. These included a type of pupusa, a fried pork rind,  

chicharrones, a stuffed masa cake, yucca fries, and fried plantains. I expected the food to be spicy which it was 

not, but you were able to add various levels of hot sauce to add more flavor. I feel that the menu could 

have had more explanation of what the items were for those of us not familiar with Salvadorian food, but all in 

all, it was a small, friendly, family-run business that appeared to be doing well based on the people coming in. 

The prices were reasonable and was worth the visit. 

* Jan Evrard 

* TASTE OF FAITH * TASTE OF FAITH * 
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New Life is welcomed in the birth of a son, Elliott George Lucey, to 

proud parents Tom and Kate Lucey, brother Owen, and proud grandpar-

ents, Jim and Gina Arata. 

 

New life is welcomed in the birth of Kiera Molly Wilch, Dec. 26, 2017, 

to delighted parents Janeen and Brandon Wilch, big brother William, and 

proud grandparents, Sam and Joan Lipscomb.  

 

New life is welcomed in the birth of Beatrice Hiley Carter, March 5, to 

proud parents Elizabeth (Escosa) and Austin Carter and big sister, Ade-

laide, in London, England. Delighted grandparents are Linda and John 

Escosa. 

 

New life is welcomed in the birth of Stella Grace McCoy on March 11 to 

delighted parents Jonathan and Amanda McCoy, and proud grandparents 

Mike and Laura McCoy.  

 

Congratulations to Mark Glassley and Carl Hasty who celebrated their 

28th anniversary on Jan. 21 and were legally married on  

Feb. 14 at the Florida Botanical Gardens. 

 

Congratulations to Jason Lipscomb and Michelle Lewis who were 

united in marriage on Dec. 31, 2017 at Pokagon State Park.  

 

Sympathy is extended to Joey and Jill Leal and family on the death of his 

maternal grandfather, Jose Oñate in San Antonio, TX, and his paternal 

grandmother, Josefina Leal in Chicago, IL, both on Feb. 24.  

 

Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Yvonne Kaiser who 

died February 2 in Tucson, AZ. 

 

Sympathy is extended to Marge Feeback on the death of her twin sister, 

Marilyn Sprengel, January 12 in Ohio. 

Sympathy, 

 Congratulations,  

   & New Life 

Please note:  
There is no Sunday school on Easter Sunday.   

Activities for children will be available in the  

Folsom Room between the Sunrise and 10am Services. 

The  

Service Blitz  
is Coming! 

When is the Service Blitz? 

Sunday, May 20, at 9:00 am. It’s 

the last day of  Sunday School. 

We’ve spent the whole year learn-

ing, now it’s time to put what 

we’ve learned into action. 
 

What is a Service Blitz? 

It’s a chance to do some good--

fast!  We’ll have several super-

quick service projects set out for 

you to complete. And if you’re 

interested in doing more, folks 

familiar with the organizations 

will be on hand to answer  

questions and sign you up for  

future, slower, projects. 
 

How Can My Organization  

Participate? 

If you would like to promote a 

non-profit organization during our 

Blitz, please talk to Katie  

Watson. Our kids would love to 

learn about the work our members 

are doing, and about how they can 

help out, too! 

S’ MORES! 

Join us Sunday, April 8, in the  

Folsom Room after church for  

another meeting of the newly 

formed S’Mores group! 
 

Dr. Michael Spath, the director of 

Indiana Center for Middle East 

Peace will address the issue: 
 

What is the UCC Church doing 

to foster peace in Palestine and  

Israel? 
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Looking for our email addresses? 
 

Senior Pastor and Teacher 

jpg@plymouthfw.org 
 

Associate Pastor 

rep@plymouthfw.org 
 

Associate in Pastoral Care 

c2cftwayne@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 

robert@maestronance.com 
 

Youth Director 

kkjaurigue@gmail.com 
 

Sunday School Director 

kjwatson4@gmail.com 
 

Child Care Director 

davidandmichellegrim@gmail.com 
 

Office Manager 

lme@plymouthfw.org 
 

Secretary/Communications Associate (Bell) 

EASenter@plymouthfw.org 
 

 

Financial Administrator 

financial@plymouthfw.org 
 

Building Maintenance Manager 

david@plymouthfw.org 

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here. 

Plymouth Congregational  

     Church of Fort Wayne 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

501 W. Berry St. · Fort Wayne · Indiana · 46802 

Phone: 260-423-9424 · Fax: 260-423-9426 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Vision Statement 

Adopted October 2011 

 

Praying for guidance for the journey  

  … Honoring the mystery of God  

       … Responding with spirits renewed  

            … Moving courageously toward wholeness. 

  

 

 

Mission Statement 
Adopted October 2011 

 

Plymouth Church is an inclusive Christian Community 

welcoming you as you are, supporting you in your own  

Journey with God, and challenging you to live out the  

teachings of Jesus, individually, collectively, globally. 

GREEN TIPS  

 Instead of throwing away 

one-use items like paper  

towels and mop pads, use old 

t-shirts and other rags that 

you can wash and use again. 

Get more SPRING GREEN 


